Amino Acid Structure of the Proteins. The tissues of our bodies, skin, muscle, tendon, are chiefly protein substances. The number of proteins in the animal and vegetable world appears to be infinite. Yet they are all constructed of about twenty-one units, called the amino acids. These have an extraordinary ability to link together in chains in numbers up to thousands. One definition of infinity might be the possible number of different protein molecules that could be built by permutations and combinations of the amino acids. The extraordinary thing, in fact, is that nature ever succeeds in duplicating a protein molecule. Perhaps she never does exactly. But she comes so close to it that so far as we can tell the casein of cow's milk is always the same, the proteins of muscle seem to be constant in their properties, and so on through the list of proteins that make up the familiar animal and vegetable structures of which we are constructed and on which we live.
The common structure which all the amino acids possess, and which permits this chain-making, may be 
